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British-Nigerian singer-songwriter Adama has been dreaming her songs ever since 
she was a small child. She still vividly recalls her first dream, one in which she was 
a conductor, dressed in black tie and tails, exquisitely attuned to each part that each 
section of the orchestra was playing. 

Born to a Cornish father and a Nigerian mother who met while her dad was on a job 
assignment in Nigeria, Adama spent her formative years living in the often violent and 
racist environment of a council estate (public housing to Americans) on the outskirts 
of London. A child of divorced parents with little money to go around, Adama’s musical 
dreams were the vibrant expression of a bright little girl seeking a way out. 

Adama remembers annual trips to visit her grandparents in Cornwall as the ‘best time 
of my life’. Her grandfather had an old upright Bentley piano that Adama willed herself 
to master. There was no money for formal lessons but, seeing her dedication to learning 
the instrument, her grandparents had the piano delivered to her in London as a surprise 
present. 

With the same passion she had for music, the teen-aged Adama threw herself into 
martial arts training. She quickly became the Kung Fu champion of the UK (specializing 
in weapons) and represented her country in an international championship competition in 
Hong Kong. Adama entered college to study art and fashion design and easily slid into a 
stint as a model, gracing the covers of many of Britain’s fashion magazines. 

But Adama found herself drawn more and more to the world of music. She felt an 
unquenchable thirst to compose so she bought a guitar on time and learned a few 
chords. She dove into London’s music scene with the enthusiasm of a devoted fan, 
ingratiating herself with an inner circle comprised of the city’s hottest musicians. Adama 
continued to dream fully arranged and orchestrated pop songs that she struggled to 
set down, given her self-taught musical education. Finally, her friend Madonna/Björk-
producer Guy Sigsworth showed her how to program each part on a Yamaha QY70, the 
machine that Björk was using at the time. This proved to be the much sought-after key to 
bringing the music of the indefatigable young artist’s dreams to life. near the Dead Sea. 
Adama spent the next year and a half recording her album there.

She quit college and modeling and spent three years figuring out her music. The full-
blown arrangements and story lines that Adama had been dreaming her whole life took 
shape as eloquent pop songs with unforgettable melodies, sophisticated chord structures 
and inspiring lyrics. The A&R folks began to take notice. After a major label flurry, Adama 
settled down with Dreamworks. Then Dreamworks folded. 

The agony of the limbo Adama found herself in as the fate of her contract was resolved was 
one of the blackest periods in her life. As might be imagined, the dreams dried up. A mutual 
friend, concerned about Adama’s state of mind, asked the singer Jennifer Warnes (“Up 
Where We Belong”, “I Had The Time Of My Life/Dirty Dancing Theme”) to give her a call.
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